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MCS STABLES
SHA CAMPOUT IN FLAGSTAFF
AuGUST9, 10& 11

Submitted By: Pam Gaston

On August 9th, Friday, MCS Stables is expecting
you at any time, there is no check in time. Check out
time on Sunday, August 11", is noon.

After your arrival, you are on your own for lunch
and dinner and as it is right now, there will be a
campfire.

On Saturday, August 10th, breakfast is on your
own, but I WILL have cinnamon rolls for you if you
want to come by and pick some up. If you want to
participate, there will be a 3 to 4-hour ride that will leave
at 10 am. Darryl Cross will lead the ride and Pam
Gaston will ride drag. Please come early to sign your
release form and bring water and a small lunch or a big
snack for a snack/lunch stop on the trail. We will return
by 2 pm. The rest of the afternoon is yours until 5 pm.

At 5 pm, we will have a potluck. Please bring a
main dish and a dessert or side dish and a chair. You are
responsible for your own drinks, utensils, plates and
napkins. After dinner we will play right-left-center so
bring your $3.00 if you want to play. Itis likely that we
will have a campfire unless there are forest restrictions.
but there will be plenty of conversation and maybe a
little guitar pickin’.

The next morning, breakfast is on your own and
you are welcome to ride too. Check out time is at noon.
There is water for your horses, pens and feed is supplied
if you like. There are no showers or dump stations but
there is electric for those of you who have hookups.

The location of MCS Stables is 8301 S. State
Route 89A, Flagstaff, AZ 86005. If you need to
call MCS Stables, their phone number is 928-
774-5835 or 928-637-6271.

We hope to see you there!!
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Fun in Young for Pleasant Valley Days 2019

Submitted By: Connie Cazier

Hey get out of this 100 degree weather and come

to Young, AZ where it is at least 20 degrees cooler!
Club members, friends and their horses are welcome to
come spend the weekend of July 19, 2019 (Friday,
Saturday and Sunday) in Young, Arizona to celebrate
Pleasant Valley Days. Camp at the Caziers’ 4 acre
fenced in ranch.

Saturday some of us are riding in the Pleasant
Valley Day’s parade. (We have 3 trophies for best horse
group. Let’s make it 41) The Young parade council has
decided on an “All American” theme, so we are saving
the pink shirts for next year and wearing plain white
long sleeve shirts this year. We have red, white, and
blue bandanas for your horse for each rider to wear. You
can decorate your horse in red white and blue as you
wish. Bring a bag of candy to throw to kids on the
parade route.

After the parade we will all meet back at the
Caziers’ ranch for a barbeque and potluck. On Sunday
we will head out on about a 3 to 4 hour trail ride.

Please call Connie Cazier at 602-618-0699 by
June 30, 2019, if you plan to attend or have any
questions about the accommodations.
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MEMBERSHIP REPORT

Submitted By: Barb Houck
Our membership has increased to 86,
including 109 individual members, with the recent
addition of Heather, Myron and Vance Gabbert.

Thank you for your support of SHA, and we look
forward to your participation in our upcoming
activities.
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REMINDER: Fun in Young for
Pleasant Valley Days 2019

Submitted By: Pam Gaston

Club members and their horses are welcome to come
spend the weekend of July 19, 2019 (Friday,
Saturday and Sunday) in Young, Arizona to celebrate
Pleasant Valley Days. We will camp at the Caziers’
ranch.

Saturday, we plan on riding in the Pleasant Valley
Day’s parade. Dress has changed, please read
Connie’s article on front page! Remember to bring a
bag of candy to throw to kids on the parade route.

After the parade we will all meet back at the Caziers’
ranch for a barbeque and potluck. On Sunday we will
head out on about a 3 to 4 hour trail ride.

See article in last month’s Pony Tracks for more
information. Please call Connie Cazier at 602-618-
0699, if you plan to attend or have any questions.

2000 Titan 3 horse slant bumper pull. Manger
package, 7' + height, 7000# torsion axles, 5 brand new
12 ply tires, clean throughout. $7000 Call Andy @
9282452873 for more information. See pictures below.

Trailer

F or sale!
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The Superstition
Board Meeting Minutes fordJune 5, 2019

The Superstition Horsemen’s Association
Board Meeting was called to order at 7:05 PM,
by Darryl Cross, Chairperson, at the Boys and
Girls Club located at 1755 N. Idaho Rd, Apache
Junction, 85119, on June 5, 2019.

Board Members present: Darryl Cross, Pam
Gaston, Bob Diroff, Connie Cazier, Barb
Houck, Bonnie Wells and Jeanne Kennedy.
Board Member Absent: Peggy Wilson.
Members present: Bev Dougherty, Heather
Gabbert, VVance Gabbert, Jackie Cross, Cathy
Diroff, Mary Jo Bailey, Karen Schwieter.

Secretary: Pam Gaston made a motion to
accept the minutes from the May Board
meeting. Jeanne Kennedy seconded the motion.
All approved.

Treasurer: Jeanne Kennedy reported: Equine
Welfare Account balance is $840.19 which
includes the $22 Donation Peggy Wilson
received, $9.00 donated at Tack Sale and from
Darryl Cross, $19 donated at Lady Bug
Festival.

Checking Account balance is $4,014.88

Total Income $64 7 $35 Pony Tracks Ad Half
Year; $10 Dues; $19 Equine Donation

Total Expenses $104.84 — Office Max for Pony
Tracks $54.84; $19 transfer to Equine Fund,;
$31 transfer to Equine Fund ($22 & $9
Donations).

Membership: Barb Houck reported there are
87 memberships and 109 members. Heather
Gabbert and son VVance, new members, were
introduced.

Political: Darryl Cross reported on behalf of
Chip Wilson that the Apache Junction City
Council plans to allow larger shade structures,

up to 200 Sq. Ft., without requiring a permit.
This includes gazebos and horse shades.
Utilities are upset because people are building
cement block walls on their right-of-way. The
City Council is looking at a no cost permit
system that requires prior review and approval
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Currently a 6 ft or less block wall can be built
without a permit.

The Apache Junction City Council has a work
session on June 17" and City Council meeting
on June 18", 7pm, City Council Chambers, 300
E. Superstition Blvd. Darryl Cross plans to
attend. www.ajcity/net

Equine Welfare: Nothing to report.

SHA Parade Unit: Parade practice scheduled
October 17", October 24™, October 31%, and
November 7" at Apache Junction rodeo
Grounds parking lot, 4 PM. Please call Pam at
602-320-3185 or email her at rrr97w@msn.com
If you are interested in joining the parade group.

The next parade will be The Pleasant Valley
Days Parade in Young, AZ. The parade colors
will be red, white and blue. The riders are
wearing Red Bandanas, White shirt, and Blue
Levi’s. The horses will have red bandanas.
Connie Cazier has forms to fill out for the
parade and needs the name of everyone
planning to ride. Contact information under
Board Members in Pony Tracks.

Road Cleanup: Cathy Diroff Chairman

Pony Tracks Article Deadline: The Sunday
morning after every board meeting is the
deadline for article submissions to the Pony
Tracks.

Pony Tracks: 200 Pony Tracks will be printed.

Pony Tracks Vendor Ad Renewals: Jeanne
Kennedy is creating an “Ad Renewal Reminder
Form” to send to Pony Tracks Vendors. Jeanne
is looking at information needed on “Receipts”
sent to vendors once ad is placed or renewed.



Old Business:

June Camping Trip 14™, 15" & 16™: Connie
Cazier reported that the Forest Road 81 site will
work better for the campout. Bev Dougherty,
Cathy and Bob Diroff, Connie and Scott Cazier
will go on Thursday, the 13", to pick the best
site and to put out SHA signs. See map and
article in May Pony Tracks.

Pam Gaston will send out an email blast to
membership with exact location and directions
to let everyone know where to camp.

Easy riding trails, forested. No water. No
electricity. Has Cell phone service. No fees,
no reservations.

Sonoran Desert Trail System Project: The
project area extends from Power Road to Hwy
88 and Gravel Pit. This project’s goal is to turn
current specific social trails into designated
trails and to prevent creation of new trails. The
trails are for non-motorized use only,
equestrians, hikers and bicycle riders.
Discussion ensued about the pros and cons of
establishing the trail system. Pam Gaston is
writing an article for the June Pony Tracks.

Mike Martinez, Acting Mesa District Ranger,
Tonto National Forest, Mesa Ranger District,
5140 East Ingram St., Mesa, AZ 85205

The Gravel Pit issue of campers was
discussed.

The Forest Service has moved the campers
out and may change the Gravel Pit to &day6
use only.

May 31, 2019, Darryl Cross emailed the SHA
Board that the East Valley Back Country
Horsemen were asking if Superstition
Horsemen would be interested in helping
maintain the “Gravel Pit” parking area once it
has been made into a “Day Use Only” area. We
would keep trash and manure cleaned up on a

regular basis rotating the schedule with
EVBCH.

May 31, 2019 Bonnie Wells made a motion that
SHA help EVBCH maintain the “Gravel Pit”
parking area once it has been made into a day
use only area.

May 31, 2019 Pam Gaston seconded the
motion.

June 5™, 2019, all board members approved the
motion.

Darryl Cross will notify EVBCH of our
decision and he recommended that SHA
maintain the area in the summer months.

August Campout: Connie Cazier reported on
SHA Campout at MCS Flagstaff August 9™,
10™,11th. Members need to get reservations in
as soon as possible as horse corrals are limited.
If you can’t reserve a corral, notify Darryl
Cross (contact information under Board
Members)

October Campout 4", 5™ & 6™: Pam Gaston
reported on SHA Campout on October 4™, 5™ &
6" at Groom Creek, Prescott, AZ. riding

Loop C Sites #21 - #37 saved for SHA
Members to reserve. Site #25 Day Use Only
was reserved by Pam Gaston 5" and Bob Diroff
4th & 6th.

There are new camp hosts this year.

Go to Recreation.gov to make reservations.
Gene Gooding is leading the trail ride and Pam
Gaston is riding drag.

New Business:

Apache Junction 1922 1 2022 Centennial
Celebration: The Apache Junction Founder’s
Day Committee contacted Darryl Cross for
ideas to incorporate horses into the Centennial
Celebration of 2022. Darryl is attending their
meetings held the 1% Thursday of every month,
6-8 PM, at the Apache Junction Library.
Facebook.com/AJFoundersCentennial.



Pam Gaston made a motion to adjourn the BOARD OF DIRECTORS
meeting and Jeanne Kennedy seconded the Chairman

J

Darryl Cross (602) 820-9583
rktmn@netzero.net
Vice Chairman
Pam Gaston (602) 320-3185
rrr97w@msn.com

motion. All approved. The meeting was
adjourned at 8:10 pm.

Up Coming Events:
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For any SHA Event, if anyone has extra Treasurer

room in horse trailer, they are willing to Jeanne Kennedy (480) 396-2534
share with members, contact any board jrkcpa@gmail.com
member and they will let the members know. Secretary

Bonnie Wells (480) 407-7883
June 14" 15™ 16" Camping Trail Ride near R‘/?’eﬁs@vhfi_hogﬁo_m
L ——— empersnip alr
S&llryl/tzsoyylilllezzgrga\rl)gl};;; Clé{éys Parade and KEEP Barb Houck (480) 474-8976
bghouck@live.com
Potluck, Young, AZ. Director-at-Large
July 21% Young AZ Trail Ride ALM Bob Diroff (419) 266-2638
th th th L rdiroff@gmail.com
August 97, 107, 11 Campout Trail Ride AR : Director-at-Large
MCS Flagstaff S P AR: ( E Connie Cazier (602)618-0699
th Conniecazierl@msn.com
Sept 28" Corn Hole Tournament and 1 Director-at-Large
Election Meeting, Apache Junction Rodeo O ‘ ‘l Peggy Wilson (602) 510-9398
Ground walterchip@aol.com
October 4™, 5™ 6" Campout and Trail ride
Groom Creek, Prescott, AZ Remember: The board meets at 7:00

p.m. the first Wednesday of every
month at the Apache Junction Boys
& Girls Club at 1755 N. Idaho Road.

October 19" Possible AZT Trail
Maintenance Ride

November 11" Veterans Day Parade
November 16" Welcome Back Fun Day
December 7" Light Parade

December 14™ Christmas Party

COMMITTEE CHAIRS

SHA supports the Boys and Girls Club.

i Political
School supplies are always needed: backpacks, Darryl Cross (602) 820-9583
notebooks, pens, pencils, crayons, etc. If you rktmn@netzero.net
donate an item, please mention you are a SHA Equine Welfare

Jeff Watson (480) 628-6454 or

Member. \ vvats
Chip Wilson (602) 361-6135

Ari zona Horsemanbés L£hal
2020, at Horseshoe Park, Queen Creek, will Chip Wilson (602) 361-6135
need volunteers again and they are looking for SHA Store
promotion ideas for next year’s event. Phone OPEN
928-925-6990 or Email Parade
AzHCExpo@gmail.com Pam Gaston (602) 320-3185

QQ rrr97w@msn.com
|

& EB)§IaR/spRUIes, and Conduct

Historian
OPEN
Road Cleanup
Cathy Diroff
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KITTY
Submitted By: Barb Houck

My 35 year old sorrel Paint mare, Kitty,
took her last trip to my summer home at Pine last
month. Although still healthy for the most part,
her legs had begun to weaken, and she struggled to
get to her feet after rolling or lying down. The
third time | needed help to get her upright, three
days after arriving, | made the decision to call my
vet to come out and ease her into her forever after.

| bought Kitty as a 3 year old, and had her for
32 years. Kitty was a “charter member” of the
Wednesday Rides. Through the 90’s, and some
later, Kitty and I led most of the Wednesday Rides
and SHA Rides. We entered a few shows along
the way, placing in Pleasure and Trail classes, and
rode in a few parades (although she never liked
loud bands). Kitty and I were involved in “Natural
Horsemanship” for many years, and once
participated in a Ray Hunt clinic. We rode lots of
trails and explored routes that are now
trails....... Wood Canyon, for one. She was always
willing to tackle any terrain. Like most horses she
was not without quirks, but her good nature
outweighed any negatives.

Kitty was a good horse. Goodbye, girl.

SHA GROOM CREEK CAMPOUT ON OCTOBER 4", 5th and 6™, 2019

On October 4" through the 6™, SHA is having a campout at Groom Creek in Prescott. We will be
staging in Loop C and each camp site has a 16x16 corral and a high tie with no electricity. The outhouses
are very nice and there is water for your horse. There are no showers and there are no dump stations. Sites
have pull throughs for trailers 35’ or less

Groom Creek is about 5,400 feet high and has nighttime temperatures from the high 30s to the high
40s/low 50s at night. Daytime temperatures vary according to Phoenix temperatures but are usually 15
degrees less than the valley temperatures. It is nestled amongst the pines to the northwest of Phoenix on
Interstate 17 to Cordes Junction and then west on AZ-69, exit 262, into Prescott. You will merge onto East
Gurley St. toward the Business District of Prescott and then take a left onto South Mt. Vernon Ave. which
turns into the Senator Highway. Groom Creek is .6 miles past South Estate Dr. If you reach South Risky
Rd., you have gone too far. It will take approximately two and a half hours from Apache Junction
depending on traffic to reach Groom Creek.

Check in time is 2 pm and check out time is noon. We have reserved the group picnic site for Friday
night and Saturday night and Sunday morning. Friday night dinner is on your own, but we will have a
nighttime fire if forest conditions allow it on Friday night and Saturday night. Saturday morning breakfast
Is on your own, but I will have donuts for those of you who want them for your breakfast. There will be a
ride that lasts approximately three to four hours and it will leave at 10 am. Please arrive a little early to sign
arelease. Please bring water and a snack or a small lunch to eat on the trail and we will return by 2 pm. if
not before this time. The ride leader is Gene Gooding.... Pam Gaston is the drag, but I wanted you to know
about this function ahead of time.....so you can make your reservations NOW!!
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Follow up to the Sonoran Trail Sysia

In 1957, the Black Canyon Freeway began construction to connect Flagstaff to Phoenix. Previously a
trip by car to Phoenix from Flagstaff could last anywhere from four hours to six hours or more. You cannot
imagine the elation everyone felt when that trip was shortened to two hours or less with the construction of a
double lane highway in both directions. That Black Canyon Freeway became 117.

Since its construction, very few if any changes have been made to the infrastructure of 117. No
additional lanes, no HOV lanes and no reroutes have been made. The speed limit on 117 was 75mph from
beginning to end and now some of those speed limits have changed to 65 mph, but that is the only change.

Meanwhile, here in the valley and the outlying towns of New River, Desert Hills, Anthem, Black Canyon
City, Camp Verde, Sedona, Oak Creek, Beaver Creek, Montezuma Wells, Cornville, etc., have changed a
great deal. Population has steadily climbed in all of these communities as well as the metropolitan valley
area and yet 117 has not changed.

If you have not driven on 117 lately, give it a try. You are in for the nightmare of your life with
bumper to bumper traffic and terrible slow downs, wrecks and complete abandonment of any possible way
around huge delays.....well, you get the picture...... that two hour drive has turned into a complete traffic
mess as has your Phoenix corridor on 110. Why? The answer is INFRASTRUCTURE.

The infrastructure did not change before the population arrived....before the construction of homes
and communities were planned...... preparation for what was going to take place did not occur...... and what
has happened is that 117 is unfit and unsafe to drive on and will now have to be revamped and reconstructed
with those multitudes of drivers still on it.

This is also true of the Sonoran Trail System. Before any trail system can officially be put in place,
revamped, redeveloped, reconstructed and then advertised as a multi-use trail through hundreds of venues to
multi-use groups, the infrastructure surrounding this trail development needs to be done first and this
includes appropriate facilities, parking, speed limit reduction, bike and horse pathways along roadways,
sight line improvement, safety crossings across State Route 88 and turn through/in lanes into this area going
both ways along with a suitable entrance and exit to the parking areas as well as the trail areas. This would
also include specialty parking for horse folks pulling horse trailers, hitching posts and bike racks.

It is so important for us as members of the horse and cycle communities to push for infrastructure
completion before any trail building is completed so we may all enjoy this beautiful country together safely
and effectively.

Continued from Page 6 Groom Creek Campout in October

On Saturday evening, we will have a potluck at 5 pm. Bring a main dish and side dish/dessert to
share. Drinks and plates/utensils are on your own. After dinner, we will play Right-Left-Center so if you
want to play, please bring your $3. After the game fun we will enjoy great conversations and s’mores
around the campfire and maybe a guitar picking session or two.

Sunday morning you are on your own to rise and shine and maybe get a small ride before you check
out at noon. Maybe Jeff Watson will make us breakfast.

You can make your reservations NOW!! Reservations can be made at www.Recreation.gov or you
can call Groom Creek at1-928-443.8000. Charge per night is $18. | recommend you get a site in the C Loop
from numbers 23 through 37.

We hope to see you there for a fine time of riding, fun and conversation!!
Submitted By: Pam Gaston 7
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Up coming Rides & Events:

July Campout and Ride in Young, AZ for Pleasant Valley Days.
August Campout at MCS Stables

GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETINGS:
JANUARY 2020
FEBRUARY 2020
MARCH 2020
Pleasant Valley Days in Young, Arizona ¢ contact Connie Cazier
VeteransCDay November 11, 2019 & Electric Light Parade first Saturday in December!

SHA Upcoming Board Meetings for the Year:
These meetings begin at 7pm. the first Wednesday of the Month! SEE YOU THERE!
NO MEETING in JULY, August 7", and September 4™
*All Program meetings are held at the AJ Boys and Girls Club off of Idaho North of

Superstition Road. Please come and join us, you are bound fo learn something!
HAPPY TRAILS TO ALL OF YOU!

Superstition Horsemen’s Association, Inc.
P O Box 2120
Apache Junction, Arizona 85117

www.sha4u.org

Like us on m at facebook.com/superstitionhorsemensassociation then share us... Happy Trails!
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