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Summer Campout  

 Update on Location  

 June 14, 15 and 16, 2019 
 

  Submitted By: Connie Cazier  

 

SHA is planning a summer camp out on the 

weekend of June 14 – 16, 2019 in the Happy Jack, 

Arizona area (north of Clints Well and south of 

Flagstaff).   

   

We scouted two areas and found both of them 

to have excellent access for large horse trailers and 

parking in beautiful forested areas. 

 

First, is past Clints Well and the Happy Jack 

Lodge - off of Lake Mary Highway, FH 3. It is 

located at mile marker 298, and you enter on the east 

(right) side of the road on FR 211. There are two left 

turns immediately as you enter FR 211. We took the 

second left, down a slight grade.  There is ample 

meadow and trees for excellent horse trailer parking 

and camping. We are familiar with this area and can 

ride beautiful trails up to Antelope Draw Tank. 

 

Second, just a bit further up Lake Mary Road 

past FR 211, there is FR 81, and you enter it on the 

west (left) side of the road. Take it about 2 miles in 

just past V BAR V Ranch. There is ample parking for 

horse trailers all along FR 81. We are also familiar 

with this area and there are several very nice trails to 

ride. 

Both of these locations are close to Clints 

Well and to the Happy Jack Lodge.  We have been 

able to get water at the Happy Jack Lodge on several 

occasions for a minimal fee. 

There is a store, restaurant and gas station at 

Clints Well. Happy Jack Lodge also has a restaurant 

and small store. 

 

Directions from Apache Junction:  Head 

towards Payson, Arizona. Go through Payson on 

Highway 87 towards Pine and Strawberry. Past 

Clints Well, take a left onto FR 3 towards Flagstaff, 

AZ.  Follow the above directions.  There will be 

SHA signs at the entrance of the FR that we find the 

best and largest area available for our camp out. 

These are popular areas. We hope to secure a camp 

area on Thursday morning.  We will call Pam Gaston 

and advise her which Forest Road we will be 

camping at and she can send out an e-mail blast to all 

campers planning on attending. But again, we will 

have the SHA signs at the entrance of the FR and 

Lake Mary Road (FR 3) for your convenience. 
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MEMBERSHIP REPORT 
Submitted By: Barb Houck 

We are pleased to report a steady increase in our 

membership which now stands at 86, and includes108 

individual members.  Each month we have had new 

members joining us.  We’d like to introduce the latest 

new member, Sherry Baker, a Colorado horsewoman, 

and a friend of several of our members.  Welcome, 

Sherry! 

   
 

"Your Ad could be Here!" 

$75.00 for 11 issues 

"Over 250 Horse People will 

Read this Newsletter this month 

either in PRINT or ONLINE!”          

Not to mention all the other horse 

people that, are not members! 

 

REMINDER:  Fun in Young for 

Pleasant Valley Days 2019 
 

Submitted By: Pam Gaston 

 

Club members and their horses are welcome to come 

spend the weekend of July 19, 2019 (Friday, 

Saturday and Sunday) in Young, Arizona to celebrate 

Pleasant Valley Days.  Camp at the Cazier’s ranch. 

 

Saturday plan on riding in the Pleasant Valley Day’s 

parade.  You will need to purchase the shirt from 

Wal-Mart’s website – Oxford long sleeve men’s 

dress shirt, regular fit oxford, solid color – Fuchsia. 

 We will provide you with a hot pink handkerchief 

for your horse.  Bring a bag of candy to throw to kids 

on the parade route.   

 

After the parade we will all meet back at the Cazier’s 

ranch for a barbeque and potluck. On Sunday we will 

head out on about a 3 to 4 hour trail ride. 

 

See article in last month’s Pony Tracks for more 

information.  Please call Connie Cazier at 602-618-

0699  by June 20, 2019, if you plan to attend or have 

any questions. 
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The Superstition Horsemen’s Association 

Board Meeting Minutes for May 1, 2019 
 

The Superstition Horsemen’s Association 

Board Meeting was called to order at 7 PM, by 

Darryl Cross, Chairperson, at the Boys and 

Girls Club located at 1755 N. Idaho Rd, Apache 

Junction, 85119, on May 1, 2019. 

Board Members present:  Darryl Cross, Pam 

Gaston, Bob Diroff, Connie Cazier, Barb 

Houck, Peggy Wilson, Bonnie Wells and 

Jeanne Kennedy.  Members present:  Simone 

Wilber, Tess Stransky, Bev Dougherty, Chip 

Wilson, Karen Schwieter, Shirley Sova. 

Secretary:  Pam Gaston made a motion to 

accept the minutes from the April Board 

meeting.  Jeanne Kennedy seconded the motion.  

All approved. 

 

Treasurer:  Jeanne Kennedy reported:  

Equine Welfare Account balance is $790.19 

plus 

$22 Donation Peggy Wilson received, $9.00 

donated at Tack Sale and from Darryl Cross, 

$19 donated at Lady Bug Festival. 

Checking Account balance is $4,055.72 

Total Income $385.00 ï Obstacle Course, 

General Membership Mtg $100 50/50 raffle; 

memberships 

Total Expenses $426.34 – Office Max for Pony 

Tracks $65.80; Obstacle Course Radio Ads 

$160.00 CL 1152, Obstacle Course Ribbons 

$50.54 CK 1151, Journey West Concert Ticket 

Sales $150 CK 1150.   

Darryl gave Jeanne $35 Sherry McGill paid for 

feed ad in Pony Tracks for half price for rest of 

year. 

 

Membership:  Barb Houck reported there are 

86 memberships which includes 108 individual 

members.  

 

Political: Chip Wilson and Darryl Cross 

reported an Issue between Arizona state and 

towns and cities about who can collect taxes 

and on what.  Mayor Serdy is asking SHA to 

support Apache Junction on this issue.  The 

League of Cities is working on a tax 

compromise agreement with the state. 

 Discussion ensued. 

Pam Gaston made a motion that SHA votes in 

favor of the tax compromise. Peggy Wilson 

seconded the motion. All approved.  Darryl 

Cross will send a letter to Mayor Serdy on 

SHA’s behalf. 

 

Equine Welfare:  None. 

 

SHA Parade Unit:  
 Please call Pam at 602-320-3185 or email her 

at rrr97w@msn.com if you are interested in 

joining the parade group.  

 

The next parade will be The Pleasant Valley 

Days Parade in Young, AZ.  See Connie 

Cazier’s article in March Pony Tracks for 

details. 

 

Road Cleanup: Cathy Diroff Chairman 

 

Pony Tracks Article Deadline: The Sunday 

morning after every board meeting is the 

deadline for article submissions to the Pony 

Tracks. 

 

Pony Tracks:  200 Pony Tracks will be printed.  

 

SHA Website:  Pam Gaston supplying updates 

for website. 

 

Old Business: 
 

Sonoran Desert Trail System Project:  The 

project area extends from Power Road to Hwy 

88 and Gravel Pit. This project’s goal is to turn 

current specific social trails into designated 

trails and to prevent creation of new trails.  The 

trails are for non-motorized use only, 

equestrians, hikers and bicycle riders.   

 

The Superstition     
Horsemenôs Association  

Board Meeting Minutes        
for                                 

May 1 , 2019  
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Darryl Cross has not received any updates since 

last month and discussion ensued.  

 

Gravel Pit Parking Lot:  The Gravel Pit issue 

of campers was discussed. Toilet paper, dog 

poop and full garbage bags are all over the 

area.  There are no sanitary facilities at this 

location. 

 

Pam Gaston is resending an email blast to all 

members asking them to send letters.  If you 

can, send photos as well.  Tess Stransky 

reported that a letter writing campaign to 

the Forest Service can be successful and 

might be a useful tool to help change the 

Gravel Pit to day use only.   
 

Mike Martinez, Acting Mesa District Ranger, 

Tonto National Forest, Mesa Ranger District, 

5140 East Ingram St., Mesa, AZ 85205 

 

There are no equine campgrounds around 

Apache Junction. 

 

SALT Advisory Coalition:  Chip Wilson 

reported about the wild horses being managed 

by the Salt River Wild Horse Management 

Group.  The Arizona Dept of Agriculture is 

responsible to oversee this group. Discussion 

ensued. 

 

Megôs April Potluck Picnic April 13
th

:  45 

people attended the picnic.  It was an excellent 

day.  Pam Gaston sent Meg and Tom a thank 

you gift and card on behalf of SHA. 

 

June Camping Trip 14
th

, 15
th

 & 16
th

:  2 sites, 

closer to Clint’s’ Well and Happy Jack Lodge 

will work for the campout.  Bev Dougherty, 

Cathy and Bob Diroff, Connie and Scott Cazier 

will go on Thursday, the 13
th

, to pick the best 

site and to put out SHA signs.   

 

Pam Gaston will send out an email blast to 

membership with exact location and directions 

to let everyone know where to camp. 

 

Easy riding trails, forested, FR 211, has some 

rocky areas.  Cell phone service. 

 

New Business: 
 

Jeanne Kennedy reported the Arizona 

Horseman’s Challenge & Expo, held April 19-

21, 2019, at Horseshoe Park, Queen Creek, did 

well. They plan on returning next year. They 

will need volunteers again next year and are 

looking for promotion ideas for next year’s 

event. Phone 928-925-6990 or Email 

AzHCExpo@gmail.com 

 

SHA supports the Boys and Girls Club. 

 School supplies are always needed: backpacks, 

notebooks, pens, pencils, crayons, etc.  If you 

donate an item, please mention you are a SHA 

Member. 

 

October Campout 4
th

, 5
th

, & 6
th

:  Pam Gaston 

reported on campsite areas for the campout in 

October.  Another organization, SHA members, 

has a campout scheduled for the middle of 

October. Discussion ensued.   

 

Pam Gaston made a motion to schedule a SHA 

Campout on October 4
th

, 5
th

 & 6
th

 at Groom 

Creek, Prescott, AZ.  Bob Diroff seconded the 

motion.  All approved. 

 

Information will be in the Pony Tracks and Pam 

Gaston will send out an email blast with more 

information. 

 

August Campout:  Connie Cazier is contacting 

Bonnie at MCS Flagstaff for available dates in 

August. 
 

Pam Gaston made a motion to adjourn the 

meeting and Jeanne Kennedy seconded the 

motion. All approved.  The meeting was 

adjourned at 8:30 pm. 

 

Up Coming Events:   

For any SHA Event, if anyone has extra 

trailer room they are willing to share with 
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COMMITTEE CHAIRS 
  

Political 

Darryl Cross (602) 820-9583  

rktmn@netzero.net  

Equine Welfare 

Jeff Watson (480) 628-6454 or 

Chip Wilson (602) 361-6135 

 

Bylaws, Rules, and Conduct 

Chip Wilson (602) 361-6135 

SHA Store 

OPEN 

Parade 

Pam Gaston (602) 320-3185 
rrr97w@msn.com  

 

Historian 

OPEN 

Road Cleanup 

Cathy Diroff 

 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Chairman                
Darryl Cross (602) 820-9583  

rktmn@netzero.net  

Vice Chairman 

Pam Gaston (602) 320-3185 

rrr97w@msn.com 

Treasurer 

Jeanne Kennedy (480) 396-2534 

jrkcpa@gmail.com 

Secretary 
Bonnie Wells (480) 407-7883 

bwel55@yahoo.com  

Membership Chair 

Barb Houck (480) 474-8976 

bghouck@live.com 

Director-at-Large 

Bob Diroff  (419) 266-2638  

rdiroff@gmail.com 

Director-at-Large 

Connie Cazier (602)618-0699 

Conniecazier1@msn.com 

Director-at-Large    

Peggy Wilson (602) 510-9398  

walterchip@aol.com 

 

Remember: The board meets at 7:00 

p.m. the first Wednesday of every 

month at the Apache Junction Boys 

& Girls Club at 1755 N. Idaho Road. 

members, contact any board member and 

they will let the members know. 

June 14
th

, 15
th

, 16
th

 Camping Trail Ride near 

Clint’s Well and Happy Jack. 

July 20
th

 Pleasant Valley Days Parade and 

Potluck, Young, AZ. 

July 21
st
 Young AZ Trail Ride 

August 9
th

, 10
th

, 11
th

 Campout Trail Ride 

MCS Flagstaff 

Sept 28
th

 Corn Hole Tournament and 

Election Meeting, Apache Junction Rodeo 

Ground 

October 4
th

, 5
th

, 6
th

 Campout and Trail ride 

Groom Creek, Prescott, AZ 

MCS STABLES  

SHA CAMPOUT IN FLAGSTAFF  

August 9, 10 & 11  

Submitted By: Pam Gaston 

 

On August 9th, Friday, MCS Stables is expecting you at any 

time…..there is no check in time.  Check out time on Sunday, August 11
th

, is 

noon. 

After your arrival, you are on your own for lunch and dinner and as it 

is right now, there will be a campfire.   

On Saturday, August 10th, breakfast is on your own, but I WILL have 

cinnamon rolls for you if you want to come by and pick some up.  If you want 

to participate, there will be a 3 to 4-hour ride that will leave at 10 am.  Connie 

Cazier will lead the ride and Pam Gaston will ride drag.  Please come early to 

sign your release form and bring water and a small lunch or a big snack for a 

snack/lunch stop on the trail. We will return by 2 pm.  The rest of the 

afternoon is yours until 5 pm.   

At 5 pm, we will have a potluck.  Where is yet to be determined but 

once you arrive, we will let you know the location of the potluck.  Please bring 

a main dish and a dessert or side dish and a chair.  You are responsible for 

your own drinks, utensils, plates and napkins.  After dinner we will play right-

left-center so bring your $3 also if you want to play.  It is likely that we will 

have a campfire unless there are forest restrictions but there will be plenty of 

conversation and maybe a little guitar pickin’. 

The next morning, breakfast is on your own and you are welcome to 

ride too.  Check out time is at noon.  There is water for your horses, pens and 

feed is supplied if you like.  There are no showers or dump stations but there is 

electric for those of you who have hookups. 

The location of MCS Stables is 8301 S. State Route 89A, Flagstaff, AZ 

86005.  If you need to call MCS Stables, their phone number is 928-

774-5835 or 928-637-6271. 

We hope to see you there!! 
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Continued from Front Page 

 

June Campout Clints Well Area 

 

This is remote (free) camping.  You will 

need your live-in quarters, a camper/trailer or a 

tent.  There are no horse stalls.   You will need to 

bring portable stalls or high line.   High lines 

must comply with forest standards meaning you 

need the proper bands to go around the trees to 

attach your high line to.  You will need food and 

water for your horse(s).    
 

Saturday morning enjoy a nice trail ride in 

the cool pines.  Saturday night we will enjoy a 

pot luck and after dinner games!  Sunday 

morning another trail ride in this beautiful 

country.   You won’t want to miss it! 
 

Any questions, contact Darryl, Pam or 

Connie.  Contact information under the Board 

Members listed in the Pony Tracks. 

 

 

SONORAN TRAIL SYSTEM FOLLOW UP 
Submitted By: Pam Gaston 

 

In the last Pony Tracks, Darryl Cross, the SHA Chairman, wrote an article about the Willow Springs 

Trail Proposal that is spearheaded by Elizabeth Butler, an SHA member and an avid Horsewoman.  Elizabeth 

has spent countless hours working with the Tonto Forest Service and now is also working with the Equine 

and the Bicycle Communities regarding specific trails in the Willow Springs area. 

 

As some of you know, avid horse people created multiple horse trails throughout the Willow Springs 

area as avid cyclers created cycle trails throughout the Cloudview Trail System.  These trails are not certified 

nor are they registered with the Tonto National Forest or the State Area Land Trust.  Needless to say, none of 

these trails have been built to withstand erosion or have been made by trail specialists; hence, the Tonto 

National Forest Service has been irritated over this irregular trail building and the use that has ensued on 

these trails by both cyclists and horseback riders. 

 

The Cycling Community, being a much larger entity than the Horse Community and perhaps a little 

wealthier, has chosen the Willow Springs area to maintain and to officially name through the Tonto National 

Forest Service as the Sonoran Trail System.  This official trail would be open to all….equine riders, cyclists 

and hikers….and would be maintained by the Tonto National Forest Service with the help of Cyclist’s 

Groups and Equine Groups alike.     

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE 
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SUMMERTIME REMINDERS 

Summer is fast approaching; when out and 

about with horses remember to take enough 

water for you and your animals. You never 

know if out riding you will come across water 

they can drink or not. 

Also, carry a first aid kit. Snakes are on the 

prowl as are ‘jumping cactus!’ A metal tooth 

comb is quite a handy tool to keep in your 

pouch too. It can help to remove those thorny 

clusters that get attached to the horse and your 

pant legs! 

First and foremost, tell someone where you are 

headed and what your time frame is to be. This 

way if not heard from upon your return, the 

proper authorities can be sent out for rescue. 

Be Safe! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Out of 108 members in SHA, many of you have formed an opinion as to whether SHA should 

endorse this proposal of trail systems or not.  Some of you have even gone so far as to say you will not 

return to us as a member if we do endorse this or we do not endorse this and that is unfortunate but the sad 

truth nonetheless.  Elizabeth Butler has spent countless hours presenting information to the SHA Board and 

has thoroughly explained the trail adoption and renovation on behalf of the Cycling Community to many 

other communities as well.  In the long run of things, your SHA Board wants to make the correct decision 

on behalf of the horse and the horse owner regarding this proposal and your SHA Board wants to work 

with our neighboring communities, too, who share these trails with us. 

At this present moment, the SHA Board knows of several things that led us not to endorse this proposal 

at this time.  They are as follows: 

 

1. Parking for the Willow Springs has become overrun with campers and squatters who are staying for 

long periods of time.  There are no facilities, water or showers.  Pallets are being burned and nails 

are left behind on the ground, garbage, and toilet paper/human waste material is being left 

throughout the area too.  This makes parking there difficult, unsanitary and sometimes costly with a 

nail in a tire. 

2. Crossing the highway, Route 88, does not have a long, clear sight line in either direction. The 

entrance into the supposed parking area is often congested, making seeing oncoming traffic 

dangerous and unpredictable for people crossing with cycles or horses. 

3. The entrance to the trail area is also very difficult to see and puts people close to Rt. 88 while they 

search for the entrance to the trail system. 

4. Cyclists often cycle up to 30 or 40 miles in a day and there are no bike pathways or lanes along Rt. 

88 that allows cyclists or horseback riders to ride alongside of the roadway safely to these trails. 

5. As the trails exist now, many of the areas are not large enough to accommodate a cyclist and a horse 

in the same area if they were to meet head on. 

6. Cyclists are often looking down at the terrain they are riding on and sometimes they wear earbuds 

too.  They often travel at speeds up to 25 mph and are often silent in their approach.  If a horse and 

rider does not hear or see a cyclist and suddenly the cyclist appears, it could be extremely dangerous 

for both parties.  Sight lines need to be long and visually accessible for up to 100 yards so both 

parties can successfully navigate one another.  As the proposed trail exists now, that is not possible 

in some areas. 

 

As the SHA Board looked over these concerns, we decided AT THIS TIME to NOT ENDORSE this 

proposal based upon safety, sanitation, appropriate trail building, parking, facilities, bicycle and horse lanes 

alongside of Rt. 88 and long sight lines.  We believe we need to work together with our fellow athletic 

communities as we share the vast outdoors of Arizona but believe certain issues need to be addressed first 

before a trail can be adopted and established. 

 

If you have some opinions regarding this matter, you are welcome to come to our SHA Board Meetings 

that are held every first Wednesday of every month except July.  These meetings are held at the Boys and 

Girls Club on Idaho.  We also ask that you write to your local Tonto Forest Service Personnel regarding 

signage that states “Day Use only” at the place known as the Gravel Pit.  This would be a start in the 

correct direction. 

 

As always, we enjoy representing you, your lifestyle and your horse.  Remember, the way to success 

toward any endeavor is going at it together. 
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                                                                                                                                                                                                                  Up coming Rides  &  Events:  

June Campout Clints Well Area                     

     July Campout and Ride in Young, AZ for Pleasant Valley Days.            

     August Campout at MCS Stables 

  GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETINGS:                          

JANUARY 2020 

FEBRUARY 2020 

MARCH 2020 

Parade Unit Practice Dates/Locations/Time: 

Pleasant Valley Days in Young, Arizona ς contact Connie Cazier         

VeteransΩ Day November 11, 2019 & Electric Light Parade first Saturday in December! 

  SHA Upcoming Board Meetings for the Year:                                                                                      

These meetings begin at 7pm. the first Wednesday of the Month! SEE YOU THERE! 

     June 5
th

, August 7
th

, and September 4
th

! 

*All Program meetings are held at the AJ Boys and Girls Club off of Idaho North of                         

Superstition Road.              Please come and join us, you are bound to learn something! 

                                                            HAPPY TRAILS TO ALL OF YOU! 

Superstition Horsemen’s Association, Inc. 

P O Box 2120        

Apache Junction, Arizona 85117 

www.sha4u.org  

     Like us on   at facebook.com/superstitionhorsemensassociation then share us… Happy Trails! 

 

http://www.sha4u.org/

