
Our 16th Annual  Poker Ride 

was held March 21, and was 

again staged at the Apache 

Junction Rodeo 

Grounds.  Seventeen riders 

went out at 10:00 on the 4+ 

hour ride led by Barb 

Houck.  Bev Perkins led a 

shorter ride at 11:00 with 

twenty-one riders.  It was 

great to have Bob Brand 

back in the saddle 

again!  All made it back in 

time for the vittles, a sumptu-

ous repast of steak or 

chicken with all the accompa-

niments.  Sealed poker hands 

were opened and Circe 

James was declared the 

winner of a ton of pellets 

donated by B and B 

Feeds.  The low hand was 

worth $20 and was won by 

Gerald Goodrich.  Nicole 

Welch won the child rider 

handé..a water bottle and 

carrier.  Gold, silver and red 

horseshoes were found along 

the ride route and were 

awarded prize money.  Next 

year weõll be looking for a 

new location for the Poker 

Ride for a change.  Sugges-

tions?  Click on the SHA web-

siteõs email with your input. 

Poker Ride March 21, 2009 

Future Rides 

Weõll probably have ridden 
our April 18th ride by the 
time you receive the newslet-
ter. Location, direction, etc. 
were in last monthõs Pony 
Tracks, and the ride was out 
of Picketpost Trailhead on 
the Arizona Trail to the south. 
 
November 7 is the date for 
our postponed Competitive 

Fun Trail Ride. 
November 21 will be the 
date for our òWelcome Back 
Rideó. 

December 5 is the date for 

our annual Christmas ride 

and dinner.  We will give 

you more information on 

these rides as the time gets 

closer. 

We all enjoyed the Poker Ride 
on that glorious day! 

Special points of inter-

est: 

 
¶ ONCE AGAIN WE ASK 

OUR LOYAL ARIZONA 

TRAIL SUPPORTERS FOR 

HELP.  WILL YOU PLEASE 

VOTE SO THE TRAIL WILL 

WIN A $50,000 GRANT? 

¶ SEE INSIDE FOR MORE 

DETAILS OPN HOW YOU 

CAN HELP. 
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Would you 
like to be 
the proud 
owner of 
this saddle 
for free!!  
Look inside 
to find out 

how. 



Once again we ask our loyal 

Arizona Trail supporters for 

help.  Will you please vote 

so the trail will win a 

$50,000 grant? 

  

The ATA has been selected 

as a finalist to compete for a 

grant to help build some of 

the last miles of the trail.  The 

grant winner will be decided 

by public voting from April 1 

to May 31.  Will you please 

take a few minutes everyday 

and vote for the òtrailó?   You 

can vote daily online and by 

text message (yep twice a 

day).  Please be patient with 

the first time online voting.  

After clicking Arizona Trail 

òVote for thisó, you will then 

have to fill out the registra-

tion form (donõt forget your 

password) and then, at the 

bottom of the page, click 

òVote for the Arizona Trailó.  

After the first time you will 

thankfully not have to fill out 

the form.  Like we said 

please be patient. 

Also, if you donõt know how 

to text message, the Arizona 

Trail Association has instruc-

tions at http://

www.aztrail.org/

redwoodcreek_grant.html    

 So please vote Chicago style 

- twice a day, once online 

and once by text message.  

Hereõs what to do: 

  

 PLEASE VOTE EVERYDAY TO 

HELP THE ARIZONA TRAIL 

RECEIVE A WINNER TAKE ALL 

$50,000 GRANT TO BUILD 

THE SAGUARO NATIONAL 

PARK CONNECTOR TRAIL 

More details about this 

"winner take all" grant are at 

www.aztrail.org or 

www.blazethetrail.com/

greatoutdoors/vote and vote 

for the trail. 

             

HOW TO VOTE EVERYDAY - 

From April 1, 2009 through 

midnight on May 31, 2009, 

you, (and please ask your 

friends to vote too) can vote 

everyday for the Arizona 

Trail project - once ONLINE 

DAILY and also once via TEXT 

MESSAGE DAILY during this 

period (yes twice a day, just 

like in Chicago).  Vote online 

at http://

www.blazethetrail.com/

greatoutdoors/vote   AND 

ALSOÅ using your cell phone, 

text to the number 39668 

(Yes, a five digit number) and 

text the word trail (if you 

donõt know how to text mes-

sage take a look at the in-

structions on the above ATA 

web page.  Itõs pretty easy). 

  

THE PROJECT: This winner 

take-all grant would build 

five difficult miles of the Ari-

zona Trail into Saguaro Na-

tional Park east of Tucson. 

Due to the remote location in 

a rugged wilderness area, 

these miles must be con-

structed by hand. Not only 

will this project help complete 

the trail, it allows access into 

backcountry and protects a 

sensitive riparian area as 

well. 

  

All votes for the òtrailó are 

appreciated 

and we spent 5 hours re-

building trail including sev-

eral large rock walls since 

the new trail had to climb up 

a bank with several ravines 

to span along a steep side 

hill.  All included we built 

about 700 feet of new trail, 

moved all of the signage to 

the new road crossing, 

trimmed out all of the trees 

and brush, and ended up 

with a nice lunch provided by 

Resolution Copper, who have 

been a very good sponsor of 

On Friday, March 27, the AZ 

Trail Assn, headed by central 

steward, John Rendall, or-

ganized a work day with 

Resolution Copper, Superior, 

AZ to spend the day re-

routing the washed out sec-

tion of AZ Trail, passage 18, 

up next to where Forest Road 

650 crosses the trail.  We in 

SHA had reported this wash-

out last year when we had 

our trail trimming day.  We 

had about 30 people show 

up at 7:30 AM that morning 

AZ Trail activities. 

    SHA members Russ Wright 

and Wilbur Bogart, who are 

co-stewards of this SHA sec-

tion of the trail participated 

in this event.  Next time you 

ride up through that area, 

notice what a nice new sec-

tion we now have instead of 

a dangerous bank which was 

about to collapse even far-

ther. 

ñRuss Wright 
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òPLESE VOTE 

EVERYDAY TO 

HELP THE ARIZONA 

TRAIL RECEIVE A 

WINNER TAKE ALL 

$50,000 GRANT 

TO BUILD THE 

SAGUARO 

NATIONAL PARK 

CONNECTOR 

TRAIL.ó 


