
 

The Competitive Trail 

Ride Has Been Postponed  

 

The Competitive Trail 
Ride that was scheduled 
for March 7th, has been 
postponed until sometime 
in the fall.  The SHA State 
Land Permit filing will be 
good for the next five 
years and the State Land 
Department has just in-
formed SHA the fees are 
substantially less to have 
this event on State Land 
than they were this last 
fiscal year.  This means 
the CTR can be held 
again at the D-Spur 
Ranch that is a much bet-
ter locale for this event.   
Unfortunately, we cannot 
have CTR plans at the D-

Spur completed as soon 
as March 7th.  We, at 
SHA, are committed to 
provide our constituents 
with a ride of excellence 
and a doggone ñfunò time 
and we think the State 
Land at the D-Spur offers 
the best so we have opted 
to postpone this ride and 
getôr done right.  For 
those of you who have 
already submitted your 
registration for this event, 
we, at SHA, apologize for 
the inconvenience.  Your 
registration fees will be 
sent back to you in the 
near future and we thank 
you for your interest.  We 
hope to see all of you in-
volved in this event in the 
fall.    

Special points of interest: 

* Eric & Wendy Messina are  

looking for volunteers  to 

manage the SHA Store 

during the Lost Dutchman 

Days weekend starting on 

February 27.  If you would 

be willing to help out, 

please call Eric at  

480-213-2754. 

Thank you!!! 
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March 7th Competitive Trail Ride Postponed 

Our true love  and what makes  
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more money.  There will be 
two rides; a four-hour ride 
leaving at 10:00, and a three-
hour ride leaving at 11:00.  
Details and registration form 
can be found on the SHA web-
site (www.SHA4u.org) and in 
the last issue of the Pony 
Tracks. 

Poker Ride   -  Mar. 21.  
Apache Jct. Rodeo Grounds.  
Ride into the Goldfields.  Pick 
a winning hand and win your-
self a ton of pellets donated by 
B and B Feeds, or a $20 con-
solation prize for the ñworstò 
losing hand.  Oré.find a lucky 
horse shoe on the trail and win 
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April 4  -  ñSocial 
Rideò (location is yet to be 
determined)  
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òWANTEDó 

Riders for the 

Lost Dutchmanõs 

Day Parade 

February28,  

7:30 AM 

April 18  -  Arizona Trail.  
Weôll start out from the 
Picketpost Trailhead and 
ride south on the new trail.  
Weôve not ridden this route 
yet as an SHA group.  The 
trail has been re-routed 
from the Alamo Canyon 
creek bed into the rolling 
desert alongside.  Another 
pretty ride.  To get to the 
trailhead drive out High-
way 60 toward Superior, 
over Gonzales Pass, and 
½ mile past milepost 221 
turn right.    There will be a 
Picketpost Trailhead sign 
just before the turn. 

Mar. 7 ï.See article to the 
immediate right. 
Mar. 21  -  Annual Poker 
Ride.  Apache Jct. Rodeo 
Grounds 
Apr. 4  -  ñSocial 
Rideò (location to be deter-
mined) 
Apr. 18  -  Arizona Trail 
ride.  Picketpost Trailhead, 
riding south. 
May 2  -  ñSocial 
Rideò (tentative date) 

Shortly you will come to a T 
in that road.  Go left, and 
follow the road to the trail-
head.  Bring a trail lunch 
and water, and a snack and 
a drink and a chair for a 
social gathering after the 
ride.  Questions?  Call Barb 
(474-8976) or Diane (983-
1286) 
 
WHOA Partner!!!   Location 

Change!! -  

February 21:   

Willow Springs Canyon 

Ride location has been 
changed for the February 
21 ride.  Instead of Millsite  

 Canyon we'll ride at Willow 
Springs Canyon.  Trailhead 
is located along Hwy. 88 
(Apache Trail) at a large dirt 
turnoff area on the right, 1.5 
miles past the turnoff for the 
First Water Trailhead, and 
just before milepost 
203.  Ride leaves promptly 
at 10:00 a.m.  Bring a trail 
lunch and water, and a 
snack and a drink and a 
chair for a social gathering 
after the ride.  Ques-
tions?  Call 480-474-8976 

PARADE EVENTING:  
Parades are a voluntary 
event choice made by the 
Superstition Horsemenôs 
Association  
(SHA). Application for par-
ticipation is subject to ap-
proval by its Board of Di-
rectors.  It is intended by 
the SHA to offer its mem-
bers an opportunity to ride 
in a parade as a group 
solely for promoting the 
SHA. 

Members may choose to 
ride their horse, or partici-
pate with horse and cart, 
buggy or wagon, or the 
member may walk and lead 
their horse.  
 
PUBLIC SAFETY:  The 
City, or Sponsoring Pa-
rade Organizers, or the 
SHA shall always reserve 
the right to remove horse(s) 
or person(s) from the pa-
rade event.  Any horse  

appearing to be difficult to 
control, and/or any rider 
who appears to be unable 
to control their horse, may 
be evicted from the line up, 
or any time during the pa-
rade.  
 
Nothing may be tossed or 
thrown from the group of 
riders to the audience or 
crowd along the parade 
route.  Any person ex-
pressing offensive  

Since our Competitive Fun 
Ride has been postponed, 
our 1st Saturday "Social 
Ride" can now take place 
on March 7.  The staging 
area will be Prospector 
Park, and the group will 
again ride to the Goldfield 
Ghost Town for a lunch 
stop and social hour at the 
Mammoth Saloon or Bak-
ery.  Remember, to be at 
the trailhead by 10:00 a.m. 

to get signed in and ready 
to ride out promptly at 
10:30.  You will be returning 
around 2 or 2:30, depend-
ing on how long your lunch 
visit takes.  Prospector Park 
is along the east side of 
Idaho Rd., halfway between 
Lost Dutchman (Brown Rd) 
and McKellips.  Look for the 
SHA sign at the north en-
trance to the park. 
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language or gestures will 
be removed from the pa-
rade and prohibited from 
participation in future pa-
rade events. 
 
INSURANCE:  The Super-
stition Horsemenôs Asso-
ciation (SHA), shall pro-
vide liability insurance 
which shall require that all 
persons participating in the 
event with the SHA must 
be current members of its 
organization.   
 
Your participation in the 
parade with the SHA may 
also act as a waiver for the 
sponsoring parade event 
organizers.  This is often a 
requirement for accep-
tance of the parade appli-
cation submitted by any 
group. 
 
HORSE TACK & DÉCOR:  
Shall be dependent upon 
the theme and subject to 
approval by the SHA 
Board of Directors.  The 
SHA Parade Committee 
shall offer instructions and 
information as to any re-
quirements, safety issues, 
event theme, or restric-
tions on what may or may 
not be acceptable decora-
tive tack pieces.  
 
All riders must use a sad-
dle, bridle or hackamore, 
absolutely no bare back 
riding. 
 
DRESS CODE:  The Stan-
dard wear is blue Jeans 
(not black, not red, nor any 
other color) Western style 
long sleeve shirt, a Vest, 
Cowboy Hat and Boots.  
Subject to approval by the 
Board of Directors, the  

Parade Committee  
may offer an alternative 
dress code to support an 
event theme.  The Parade 
Committee reserves the right 
to evict any person inappro-
priately dressed or display-
ing offensive clothing or 
symbols. 
 
Restrictions:  

SHA members are strictly 
prohibited from wearing or 
displaying any signage for 
promotion or advertising a 
commercial business, per-
sonal sentiment, or political 
associations while participat-
ing in the parade event with 
the Superstition Horsemenôs 
Association.  Please refer to 
óThe Standardô for dress at-
tire already in place for all 
parade performances. 

Please do not  wear  
sunglasses 
(prescr ipt ion is  ok),  no 
tennis  shoes,  no bare 
feet .  

Do not wear or display any 
firearms or weaponry; pistol, 
rifle, this includes non-firing 
type. 
 
HORSE: 

A red ribbon must be tied to 
the tail of any horse known 
to kick when another horse 
approaches closely from be-
hind. 
 
Notify the Parade Committee 
if your horse is not experi-
enced with flags, marching 
bands, or mini horses with 
carts. 
 
Any horse that exhibits 
physical distress or health 
abnormalities shall be pro-
hibited from entering the pa-

Stallions must be ap-
proved by the Parade 
Committee in advance, 
and are subject to ap-
proval by the Board of Di-
rectors. 
 
Members are prohibited 
from ponying a horse in 
any parade event. 
 
Leading a walking horse 
must be cleared in ad-
vance with the Parade 
Committee and is subject 
to the approval of the 
Board of Directors. 
 

RIDER : 

Members must notify the 
Parade Committee of their 
intent to participate. 
 
Members must notify the 
Parade Committee if they 
will be riding or leading 
their horse, or if their horse 
will be pulling a cart. 
 
Eating, drinking, or smok-
ing is prohibited during the 
parade performance. 
(Water is a necessary ex-
ception when a rider ex-
periences extreme thirst, 
relief from heat or other 
medical cause.) 
 
Notify the Parade Commit-
tee if you are in a parade 
for the very first time. 
 
Riders may not dismount 
unless for necessary 
safety or to leave the pa-
rade. 
 
Riders must remain in a 
seated position during the 
parade, either straddle or 
specially seated using a 
óSide Saddleô, no standing 
or trick riding will be toler-
ated. 

Any rider under 18 must be 
cleared in advance with the 
parade committee. 
 
Children under 14 years of 
age, must be accompanied 
by a parent or if an adult 
guardian is assigned and 
evident by the parentôs sig-
nature on the release form. 
 
Any special considerations 
must be communicated to 
the Parade Committee by 
the member prior to the 
event day. 
 
If a member elects to exit 
the group for any reason 
during the parade, they 
must alert the parade wran-
gler who shall escort them 
to a safe exit. 



"WANTED"  
SUPERSTITION HORSEMENðS ASSOCIATION   

  
LOST DUTCHMAN'S DAY PARADE  

 

 

 

DATE:  February 28, 2009 ï SATURDAY 
TIME:  Arrive between 7:30 & 8:00 AM to tack up/warm up your horse. 

PARADE START TIME:  9:00 AM   
 

 

Č  TRAILER  / STAGING:   Northeast Corner of Idaho & Old West Hwy on the DIRT LOT behind the gas station 

 across from the black mirrored building.  Look for the SHA sign. 
 

Č  The Lost Dutchman's Day events and parade are sponsored by The Apache Junction Chamber of Commerce.   

 The theme is "Superstition Legends". 

 

Č INSURANCE Note:  The SHA is covered as a ñgroupò for liability insurance.  Sorry, Parade Events are exclusive 

 to members only.   
 

 Č For questions about your membership or adding others to the membership, please contact Judy Hood   -- phone 

 is 480.357.5303, email is judytimh@q.com 
 

Č HORSE TACK:    Accents, and flair are encouraged!  ~  Saddles & Stirrups a must. 

 

Č DRESS CODE:   New West, Old WestéFantasy Renaissance, Reining, Charro, Trojan, Polo, Circus, English, 

 Dressage, Fox Hunt, Cowboy or Indian, Prairie or Pioneer, Miner or Lawman, Sassy Lassy or Outlaw, Farmer 
 or Mountain Man.  Or just you dressed cool in western wear.  Hat to match your dress; use boots, unless you 
 have a medical issue with your feet.  If you don't have fancy duds, no problem, please then wear the standard 
 Blue Jeans, Long Sleeve White Shirt, Black Vest.   
 
 

Č For old west fashion try the Wild West Mercantile on 7302 E Main Street in Mesa.     www.wwmerc.com     Be 

 Fun - Have Fun, but......no Lady Godivas, no ball caps, sunglasses only for those who have a need - please!  
 

 **Whatever you decide to wear, please consider everyoneôs safety, and that a family audience is watching us.  
 Thank you!!   
 
Your participation and cooperation is greatly appreciated by all.  It is our goal to positively impact and maintain a highly 
visible presence with the entire community and horsemen local and from surrounding cities.  Please join in the fun, and 
help give a strong show of support for the SHA in return for the service it provides for all horsemen, and ranch owners.  I 
have contacted the Chamber of Commerce to give us a hand by requesting police assistance with controlling the traffic 
at Apache Trail and Idaho intersection where we cross the street.  Yahoo to that! 
 
 
 
STEVE BONDY  
SHA Light Parade Chairman 
480.234.5418   or    blackhatsteve@yahoo.com 



Updated News Flashññ-for the Lost Dutchmanõs Parade!! 

SHA Members Call to Ride 
 

 

 SHA Members Parade Practice: 
 
 Sunday, February 22nd, 9:30 to 11:30 a.m. 
 Rodeo Grounds Arena 
 (The bathrooms will be open) 
 
 So far we have 20 riders and a mini cart in the Parade, and 10 want some practice time. 
 
 The first 20 minutes will be allotted for warm up time or walk your horse around to get acquainted with the space. 
 Then we'll work as a group to sort out any rough spots. No pressure here, we want to ease horse & rider into the 
 formation drill to gain confidence and presentation style.  If you can't make the parade you are still welcome to 
 join us for this. Don't worry about being late, get there when you can.   
 
 So, for anyone who wants to meet at the arena for an hour or two to get their horse comfortable with formation, 
 or other horses, it could be a good way for you to evaluate your horse's tolerance,  etc. 
 
 See Ya Partner!! 
 Steve  

Board Meeting Minutes of SHA, February 4, 2009 

By Pamela Gaston 
The meeting was held at the home of 
Ed Dison. 
 
The meeting commenced at 7:22 p.m. 
 
Board Meeting members who were 
present were:  Ed Dison, Malia 
Chavez, Pam Gaston, Judy Hood, 
Jeanne Kennedy, Barb Houck, Eric 
Messina and Danielle Anforth.  Mem-
bers from the General Membership 
were:  Terrance Thornton, AJ Inde-
pendent, Pam and John Kantowski, 
SHA Publication Committee, Edna 
Driscoll, Parade Chairperson, Sue 
Bass, visitor, Helen Mitchell, Pony 
Tracks Editor, Chip Wilson, ASHA 
President, Bryan Martyn, SHA Publica-
tion Committee and Pinal County Su-
pervisor. 
 
General Membership:   
Chip Wilson, President, of ASHA, en-
couraged all people to renew their 
membership including SHA.  Also 
ASHA has hired a state lobbyist to as-
sist with equine matters in the state of 
Arizona. 
 

Secretary:  The notes of the secretary 
were sent out ahead of time via email 
to all Board Members and there were 
no changes. 
 
Treasurer:  We now have renewed 
our SHA insurance and a copy will be 
given to the City of Apache Junction.  
The income for the month is $1,563.80 
and expenses are $1,256.32.  There 
are   $465.80 in the checking account 
and $4,171.29 in savings.  There is 
$14,401.00 in the CDs.    Our tax 
status is ñexemptò but a copy needs to 
be obtained from the IRS.  We are not 
exempt from sales tax that is 8%.  A 
discussion ensued about what taxes 
would be charged for a donation ver-
sus a charged amount for an SHA 
Store item.  The Statutory Agent is 
now Tom Puklin, Attorney. 
 
Membership:  There are 99 renewals 
and 37 new memberships for a total of 
136 memberships.  This equals 216 
actual members.  Specific blurbs were 
put into the Bridle and Bit, the AJ Inde-
pendent and the AJ News regarding 
membership. 

 
Publicity Committee:  Terrance 
Thornton asked what SHA wanted 
from the Independent Newspaper.  
Terrance gave his email address to 
Judy Hood so she can communicate 
directly with him.  John Kantowski 
wanted to know what the Board was 
interested in publishing in our regular 
article called, ñHappy Trailsò.  Ed Dison 
suggested publishing articles that 
spoke about what SHA is doing such 
as social rides, horse rescues, the 
Competitive Trail Ride, the Poker Ride 
and other issues.  Terrance told the 
Board that Club News and Volunteer 
News would be the correct format for 
articles.  There are two ways to do this.  
One is citizen/volunteer reporting.  Vol-
unteer News should include a photo or 
headshot of the reporter.  These arti-
cles should be of general interest to 
the community.  They should include a 
tag line for the writer.  John Kantowski 
thought the publication would need 
assistance from SH such as the CTR 
Chairperson for a CTR article.  Bryan 
Martyn commented about educating 
the public in a positive way about 
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equines and equine events.  It is about 
educating people to the mindset that 
horses belong in Apache Junction.  
Volunteer reporting needs to go to 
Terrance Thornton.  There will be a 
cutoff at 500 words, with length pref-
erably 250 to 300 words.  A monthly 
column needs to go to Terrance the 
Monday of the week before the article 
is published for that particular report.  
Secondly, Club News would involve 
articles that publicized an SHA event.  
Judy Hood will report Club News, 100-
150 words in length, and Pam Kan-
towski will be the Volunteer Reporter.  
Danielle Anforth spoke about having 
the two reports being in different is-
sues of the Independent so SHA is in 
the paper twice a month.  This way 
SHA will be in the community spotlight 
and visible to the community twice.  
Article selection with the Board, the 
committee and the newspaper was 
discussed.  Bryan Martyn reminded 
everyone that SHA needs to address 
the general public.  Terrance Thornton 
asked the Board and the Committee to 
submit ideas for articles to him and he 
will tell SHA what would be printed and 
what would not be printed.  The start 
date for this endeavor will be the sec-
ond week of March. 
 
Parade:  There are 19 riders signed up 
for the Lost Dutchman Days Parade.  
Edna Driscoll submitted the ridersô 
names and flyer for the parade.  There 
will be a practice for the parade for the 
22

nd,
 from 9:30 to 11:30 a.m., at the 

Rodeo Grounds Arena.  The SHA sad-
dle blankets will be worn by the horses 
underneath the saddle of each individ-
ual rider.  The Superstition Horsemenôs 
Association will not endorse political 
candidates or businesses in parades 
and would like to have a rule about it in 
the parade rules.  The Superstition 
Horsemenôs Association will endorse 
others after they have been elected.  
The Board asked Edna Driscoll to add 
this rule into the parade rules. 
 
Trails:  Rides are as scheduled.  
There are two changes in the rides. 
The road to Millsite Canyon was fairly 
rough and it has been changed to Wil-

low Springs.  Also the social ride that 
was scheduled for Prospector Park 
has been moved because of a Mara-
thon that is being held at the park on 
Sunday.  The staging area will be at 
the Hackamore area that SHA staged 
from the last social ride.  Barb Houck 
suggested we place a sign at the en-
trance of Prospector Park to post the 
change of the staging area.  Malia 
Chavez has called and emailed every-
one who attended the last social ride. 
 
Pony Tracks:  The Board wants Helen 
Mitchell to form a committee to assist 
with distribution of the Pony Tracks.  
Eric Messina made a motion for Helen 
Mitchell to obtain a postage approved 
digital scale.  Pam Gaston seconded 
the motion.  It was approved for up to 
$100 in cost.  Helen Mitchell would like 
to utilize ñstamps.comò.  Seven pages 
is the maximum amount of pages be-
fore extra postage is assessed.  Eric 
Messina made a motion for Helen to 
utilize ñstamps.comò.  Pam Gaston 
seconded the motion.  The email ad-
dress for contacting the Board is 
go2SHA@q.com; and it is sent out to 
all of the Board Members once it is 
opened. 
 
SHA Store:  Volunteers are needed 
for Lost Dutchman Days.  Board Mem-
bers volunteered to assist.  Danielle 
suggested giving away a free member-
ship gift package which would include 
a t-shirt, gifts such as fly spray and the 
free membership. The Board agreed.  
Also Jeanne Kennedy mentioned there 
are sign covers that are on sale at Of-
fice Max.  A motion was made by Pam 
Gaston to allow Jeanne Kennedy to 
purchase these sign covers.  Judy 
Hood seconded the motion. 
 
Road Clean up:  Joe Severs has 
given all the paperwork necessary for 
this endeavor to the City.  His concern 
is about the conflict between the Satur-
day rides and the possible dates for a 
clean-up day.  The dates recom-
mended for the SHA road clean up 
was March 14

th
, May 9

th
, and Novem-

ber 14
th
. 

 

Activities Committee:  Money is 
needed for Allison Strathearn for the 
Poker Ride gifts.  There was a recom-
mendation for $300 to be given to Alli-
son.  Danielle Anforth made a motion 
to give Allison Strathearn $300 for the 
Poker Ride and Malia Chavez sec-
onded the motion. 
 
ADT:  SHA has 98 lunches to provide 
for the Arizona Driving and Carriage 
Society this Saturday, February 7

th
, 

and is allowed to have SHA member-
ship forms there as well.  The menu 
will be burgers, fixings, soda, beans, 
chips and cookies.  Ed Dison re-
quested a $200 check for this event. 
 
Black Stallion:  Chip Wilson spoke 
about the First Touch and its success.  
The Second Touch will be on Friday, 
the 27

th
 of March, at the Apache Junc-

tion Rodeo Grounds.  There will be 
seven schools that are committed to 
come to this event at this time.  They 
enjoyed watching the horses in the 
arena and that event will be created for 
the studentsô enjoyment again.  There 
will be eight stations and two reading 
stations for a total of ten stations.  
Buses will be routed to the restroom 
facilities and come into the area from 
the East.  Meetings will be planned 
and dates will be announced about 
these meetings. 
 
Competitive Trail Ride:  Pam Gaston 
suggested SHA begin to publicize the 
dance portion of the CTR.  Contestants 
of the CTR will probably not sponsor 
enough money to pay for the band so it 
is important this event be publicized. 
 

NEW/OLD BUSINESS 
 
Trailer Tires:  Danielle Anforth made a 
motion to replace the tires on the 
trailer.  The cost will be $146 per tire.  
Pam Gaston seconded the motion. 
 
Annabelle Richards:  Family mem-
bers have given a donation to SHA in 
memory of Annabelle Richards.  The 
money that was donated will be placed 
in a CD. 

Board Meeting Minutes of SHA, February 4, 2009 Contõd 
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Usery Park:  A member wants SHA to 
speak to Park officials about not clos-
ing gates to the Park.  Discussion en-
sued. 
 
Food Collection Bins:  Danielle An-
forth made a motion to allow Joe Sev-
ers to bring food bins to SHA events 
for the food bank.  Pam Gaston sec-
onded the motion. 
 
Roger/Parks and Recreation:  Pam 
Gaston suggested getting Roger, of 
Parks and Recreation, a pen set that is 
engraved in honor of his hard work and 
help with SHA events.  Discussion en-
sued.  This issue was tabled until the 
next Board MeetingFirearms on Trail 
Rides:  Discussion ensued.  Jeanne 
Kennedy made a motion to consult 
Tom Puklin, Attorney, regarding this 
matter.  Pam Gaston seconded the 
motion. 
 
SHA Business Card:  A copy of the 
new SHA business card was passed 
around and proofed.  Every Board 
member will carry business cards for 
SHA. 
 
Inquiry:  Malia Chavez made an in-
quiry about the money that Beverly 
Perkins was going to donate to the 
Mesa Fire Department.  It was decided 
Eric Messina would call Beverly and 
check on this matter. 
 
County Line Riders:  Malia Chavez 
attended a CTR that was sponsored by 
this organization in Tucson.  They want 
to camp and ride the Superstition 
Mountains.  Discussion ensued.  Shel-
ley Richardson could be contacted or 
the Goldfield Ghost Town to assist 
them in finding a place to camp. 
 
Income:  Although our income dou-
bled and our expenses doubled, SHA 
has been more active in the commu-
nity this past year. 
Malia Chavez made a motion to ad-
journ the meeting.  Barb Houck sec-
onded the motion. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 9:55 
p.m. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Pamela D. Gaston 
SHA Secretary 
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Membership:  
To Be or Not to BE or ARE 

YOU? 
 

There seems to be some confusion 
about what is an SHA Membership  
so hereôs an explanation.   
 
First of all, if itôs just you and you want 
to join SHA, it costs you $20 and it cov-
ers just you and no one else for a year.  
If you join in the middle of the SHA 
membership year, the charge is $10 for 
a half of a year until September rolls 
around again and then your member-
ship expires unless you renew it again 
for $20. 
 
Secondly, the family membership cov-
ers two adult people living at the same 
residence.  You may or may not be 
related, you may or may not be at-
tached as a couple, but your address/
residence is the same.  The cost is $30 
for a year, $15 for a half year.  This 
also means if your ñsignificant otherò 
lives someplace else other than your 
residence, you cannot utilize the same 
membership.  It also means if your son 
or daughter lives someplace other than 
your residence, you cannot utilize the 
same membership.  If you buy this 
membership and use it for someone 
who is not living at your residence, 
your membership could be in jeopardy.   
 
 So be fair and buy the appropriate 
membership that is correct for your 
circumstances and listen, partner, we 
at SHA know youôll do the honorable 
thing and fess up if youôve been doing 
it wrong all these years.  Thanks for 
your support.   


